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Cotton.and Other Crops
^V71I\ become absolutely heart-broken
"VV when cotton fails? There are other
crops. Through a groat section tin- failure
«r cotton, through war embargo or other ex¬

traordinary conditions, causes a great deal
of financial distress, but it is cheering to turn
from that fact to a statement in the .Manu-
lacturers' Record. It is there shown that
jpther crops and outputs of the South, coin-

Dined, figure seven times the value of cotton.
The value of diversified agricultural products
of the South alone last year was $2,591,057.-
000. as against cotton, $1,041,370,000. or
two and one-half times the value of cotton.

And, as a sidelight on cotton and money in
ihe South, it is interesting to note that fifty
alleged night-riders have been rounded up
in Oklahoma, where, by violence even to
tpurder. these enemies 'of law and order
sought to hold cotton at 10*cents, cotton seed
at. $l(j a ton. and to cut next year's cotton
acreage 50 per cent.

I
Protect the American Passport

F the men arrested in New York and Phila¬
delphia 011 the charge of supplying Ameri¬

can passports to belligerents, for the purpose
of enabling those men to rejoin the army of
.fjteir native land, or, like Hans l.ody. to do
the work of spies in the enemy's country, are
found guilty, they deserve exemplary pun¬
ishment.

The passport issued to an American citizen
is a badge of honor as well as a shield against
attack. i hat it should be used by some per¬
son other than the man to whom it was
issued in tho prosecution of activities con¬
demned by the rules of war is abominable.

The State Department, since it became I
aware of these misuses of passports, has
been exceedingly careful in issuing them,
lhat care should not be lessened. The
American passport will become rather worse
than meaningless if it is used with any fre¬
quency to cloak the operations of a spy.

Keal <in Immigration Measure
INSISTENT K by Congress on retention of
1 the so-called "literacy test" in the immi-
gration bill now pending is expected to re¬
sult in the measure's veto by President Wil¬
son. Leaving the literacy test out of con¬
sideration, that would be an unfortunate fate
to befall an otherwise admirable piece of
legislation. ' i.

As to the test ftsetf. there is wide diverg¬
ence of opinion. In itself, of course, it means
little in tin- direction of wise restriction, for
it might serve to bar very desirable immi¬
grants and admit very undesirable ones. A
/capacity to read and write, or the lack of
/it. is not conclusive of the elements of good
/ citizenship.

The bill, however, provides needed changes
in existing laws. J, wil, permit t!le div(.r_

Urn »L',' 1",rgv!1',"v "! ,he from
n. n , ; rl! """'r ""«»¦ »»'l

thus diminish the congestion, with its ac¬
companying hardships, that liar, existed at
tills Island. It contemplates an improved
inspection service, that will have real eflicaev
and meaning. jt has. indeed, many desirable
features, which generally are lost sight of
in the controversy over one o? its sections.

/

Seeking to Reform Expert Testimony
T will bo a great relief to tlie public at1 large, not to speak of the tired brains of

puzzled juries, when the committee of emi¬
nent lawyer? and doctor: now at work on the
problem concludes its labors and induces na¬
tional and StHti* Legislatures to put an end
to the folly and scandal of expert testimony,which at present disgraces our whole judicial
system.
The personnel of the committee gives

promise of wise recommendations, that cer-
tainly will be entitled to careful considera-
lion. The committee includes Judge Albert
C. Barnes, of Chicago; Dean William 10.
MikeU, of the University of Pennsylvania;Dr. Adolf Meyer, of Johns Hopkins Univer¬
sity; Dr. Morton J'rince, of Uoston, and
others of like calibre. If i» can ring downthe final curtain on th«* stately farce that
goes on in American courtrooms every time
a rich man is accused of crime or leaves adebatable testament, it will have deservedthe country's plaudits and a very respectableijiche in the temple of fame.

Perhaps il is not quite possible to induce
respected members of the medical profession,in their expert capacity, to swear to any¬thing, but no one can remember a case ofthe character indicated above where equallyeminent practitioners have not lent theweight of their personal and professional
standing to directly contrary and mutuallyirreconcilable opinions.

Of course, the good doctors believe whatthey say. The fact is, however, that after
they have been retained by one side or the
other to a pending controversy they lose
the rightful character of witnesses, and be¬
come as devoted partisans as the lawyerswho are conducting the case. Retained for

tlie express purpose of establishing a given
proposition, they function mentally like the
rest of us.ami proceed to establish it.
"There is as much human nature in one man
as there is in another.if not more so," says
David llaruin, and doctors, probably, are not
very different from other members of tho
human race. Not as expert witnesses, cer¬
tainly. for handwriting sharks and analytical
chemists and engineers of all degrees and
kinds.even actors and dressmakers.behave
in exactly the same way when they aro placed
on the stand and called on to declare an opin¬
ion as to some matter involving their voca¬
tions in life.

Hut what of the poor fellow in the jury
box, while all this amiable wrangling goes
cm beforo his eyes? What does ho deduce
from this welter of hypothetical question and
still more hypothetical answer? Who 1b go¬
ing to unscramblo his brains? Where, to de¬
scend for a moment to the language of the
pave, does he get off?

Well, like "the poor benighted Hindoo,
ho does the best he kin do"-^throws the
whole mass of expert testimony out of the
jury-room window and proceeds to decide tlip
issue on some such vital point as the shape
of the prosecuting attorney's nose or the
beauty, charm and childlike innocence of the
star female witness for the defense.
They arrange these matters somewhat bet¬

ter in France, despite our Anglo-Saxon
sneers at tho vagaries of French jurispru¬
dence. There the experts are retained by the
state, and owe no allegiauce save to impar¬
tiality and truth. It is not too much to say
that these diviuities are far better served
and the cause of justice far more clearly ad¬
vanced by the French brand of expert testi¬
mony than by the American.

Possibility of Sakhalin's Cession

RUSSIA'S cession to Japan of the northern
half of the Island of Sakhalin has been

denied by the Japanese ambassador to the
United States, but the report excited wide
interest. Originally it was that the territory
had been exchanged "for some heavy guns."
which was obviously equivalent to the "one
dollar" which is used in commercial trans¬
actions to represent the consideration given
for a transfer of title when it is not desired
to state tho actual price.

Sakhalin was wholly Russian until 1905, in
which year the southern half was ceded to
Japan by the treaty of Portsmouth. Russia
is reputed to have received a large annual
revenue from its part of the island, so it is
certain that Japan, should she acquire this
territory, would pay a good deal vmoro than
a few pieces of artillery.

If we are to see the Mikado's armed forces
take a more active participation In the war
on the side of Russia and its allies, there
will be ,.n outcry from the Teutons nnd aome
discomfort among their enemies, particular¬
ly if Japanese troops are brought Into the
European fighting. That prospect has al¬
ready created uneasiness in England and
France, where it is felt that at tho close of
a war made victorious with the active and
general assistance of Japan, that countrycould and would demand compensation which
it might be very disagreeable and incon¬
venient to grant.
As it stands, Japan has already become

the one positive gainer by the war amongthe Europeans. It is in undisputed posses¬sion of Tslngchau, it now owns half the val¬
uable Island ol' Sakhalin, and may get the
rest, and Is In at least temporary occupationof what were heretofore German possessions
in tho Pacific Ocean. That the close of tho
war will see Japan's ascendancy In Asia con¬
firmed and solidified is one of the few safe
predictions as to tho outcome of the conflict.

The Unwritten Lnw

A III SIXESS man of Alford, Tenn., has
just been acquitted on a charge of mur¬

der. under the unwritten law. A man in an
Eastern State, who brutally shot his unwel¬
come son-in-law, was acquitted a short time
ago on the same ground of popular sympathy.It happens every now and then that when
brainstorm won't do, as in the case of Thaw,
the unwritten law comes in very handily. If
there is to be a revival of the old-fashioned
pica in extenuation, it might, be well to write
the law into the statutes once and for all, and
have something defined by which a court
may be governed.

As the unwritten law stands to-day, it is
merely a question of disposition on the part
of tlu> jurymen. There is no definition of
what a man may or may not do with a gun,
if he can offer the most remote appearance
of justification in that his homo has been in-
varied. The law ought to justify what the 1
jury is to recognize. Nothing should be left
to the discretion of individuals with preju- jdices and human limitations. Homicirle for
such a cause should be defined as killing in

" self-defense is defined, so that the jury might
be able to say from the evidence whether in
each particular case the offense was of such
character as to exempt the defendant from
moral responsibility for his act.

I'ut it in the law. Have the law say just
how far this is a peculiar kind of assault, and
just what must be shown before the shooting
is justified by the offense. The unwritten
law is too often a farce and a pretons'e, a
cloak for real criminality. It constitutes an
ambiguity that ought to bo cleared up.

The Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago,
which turned down an application for the
privilege of airing his alleged grievances
from the negro. Trotter, who last made him¬
self conspicuous by insulting the President
of the United States, shows that it possesses
a sense of propriety as well as discretion.

Stories of exchange of tobacco and news¬
papers by French and German soldiers, facingeach other in trenches but* a few yards apart,
are reminiscent of similar exchanges byJohnny Hob and Yank, back in the days of
'(>4.

General Villa says ho does whatever Pro¬
visional President Gutierrez tells htm to do.
And the Provisional President probably re-
turns the compliment.

Itichmond doesn't care how uncomfor¬
table the police make the life of the peddlers
of cocaine and similar drugs. But wouldn't
it bo lino to land behind the bars a few of
the men higher up?

It would be pleasant if- the agitation for
new franchises and revised rates for electric
current would make it possible for the house-

i holder to light up at less expense.

Along with the other good, resolutions, why
not resolve to help out the work of 'tlio As-
socinted Charities.and then carry that res¬
olution into effect?

Don't do your resolution-breaking early.Wait a week or two, anyhow.
The dumdum bullet charges begin to sound1 a good deal like rumrum.

SONGS AND SAWS
'I'hey Get It. All Hlght.

Obsorvo the politician:
How he slaves all the dayTo see that the "dear peepul"
Get all that cornea their way.

Hut keep on watching closely
For what the "peepul" win.

You'll find that where they get It
Is Just below tho chin.

Economy.
Younc Brkle.Do you still love mo as much

as you promised you would?
Good lluslness Man.Well, almost. You soo, Ialways discount my obligations.

An Intelligent Animal.
Mr. Backtothesoll, the gen¬

tleman farmer of Pigeon Roost,
has a cow that is his constant
companion. The cow's Intel¬
ligence is remarkable, anil she
recognizes so accurately tho
kind and degree of her
owner's agricultural knowl¬
edge that It is only with great
difllculty that she can bo in¬
duced not to graze on him.

Similarity.
Stubbs.Why is a tattered reputation like a

porous plaster'.'
Grubbs.Because, I suppose, "It stickcthcloser than a brother."
Stubbs.Xot at all. Because it has holes init.

The I'cNMlmiHt Snya:
1 never did think much of this season justafter the holidays. This business of payingChristmas bills, keeping New Year resolutionsand trying to settlo down to routine existence,all at the same time, is more than ordinary llesiiand blood can stand.

Cheap Amusement.
The meanest man in our town
Is Mr. Archimedes Brown;
Ho will not buy theatre seats,But still enjoys athletic feats,So leaves his sidewalk cased In Ice
And laughs as others pay the price.

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
Norfolk ledger-Dispatch: "Quite a rustling In

turning over all of these new leaves." Con¬
soling, too, the reflection that tliore Is always a
fresh, new leaf ahead ready for the turning.

*'Jilng out the old, ring In the new," and es
peelally "Ring out the falso, ring in the true,"the Bristol Herahl-Courler sings. "Ring out
the old, ring in the new," lias only application to
the allegoric bells. The funny paragrapher will
ring In the sanio old chestnuts still, the Jeststhat Time ne'er quells.

Tho West Point Sun makes note of the fact
that "President Yuan Shi Kal has written a sol¬
dier's song which Is being act to music for
China's new model army. The purpose is to em-
body in tho simplest and most attractive way
salient Ideas of soldierly conduct." Thus the
shrewdest of the Celestial politicians makes
clear Just how he feels about it. Let Yuan Shi
ICai write the songs of a nation and ho cares
not who fights Its battles.

Editor Harry Flood Byrd writes unhlushingly
in his Winchester Star: "Old Bill Bads, evident¬
ly affected by the cheerfulness of the holiday
season, rises up and remarks, on the front page
of tho Wise County Newsi that a.wise man never
askf for a kiss until after he has taken it. In
which William displays an almost uncanny
knowledge of feminine human nature. There
are those unkind enough to say that the only
way old Bill could get a kiss was to steal It
unbeknownst. Hut we pay no ntte.ntion to such
foolish prattle. Bill kisses first and nsks after¬
ward as a concession to the feminine point of
view." Which throws a new light on the sub¬
ject. Colonel Eads has been always frankly
a jovial fellow and a votary of song. But he
never yet "fessed up" to the triloculare with
which Mr. Byrd now invests him.

Says the Petersburg Index-Appeal: "Charles
Edward Husscll declares the United States will
have to fight Japan after the present war ends
because Japan will not give up the Province of
Klauehau, China, which she took from the Ger¬
mans, and the Island of Yap and the Marshall
archipelago, likewise German possessions taken
by the Japanese." So far as the Island of Yap
Is Involved, Uncle Sam needn't worry. There
Is the O'Keeffe family to be reckoned with.
Charles Edward should known that King
O'Keeffe, who died a few years ago on the
island, where he ruled twenty years, is sur¬
vived by multitudinous kin living on the Massa¬
chusetts coast. The O'Keeffe was the sole sur¬
vivor of tho crew of a New Bedford whaler
that went down In a storm at sea. He swam
ashore, mot the natives, declared himself against
the government, and, when he learned there
was no government, he established himself as
it. llis reign was long and happy. He taught
the natives many things, vclilef among which
was to recognise that the Island belonged to
him. There are more like him among the
Massachusetts O'Keeffos. Japan should worry.

The refusal of the Japanese
Tinfrn Diet to pass the budget which

.

' provided for large military ex-ficaro is panslon Is a loss to the JingoBanished element In this country, which
has used Japan as a standing

scarecrow. Of course, if the Diet had passed the
budget, it would have had no reference to the
United States. It vyould havo been inspired
solely by the Japanese desire to Increase her
weight in the European struggle with a sole
view to enlarge her importance on the main¬
land of Asia, to which her ambitions are di-
reeled. Hut that would hnve made no difference
to our jingoes, who see in every new Japanese
regiment a threat to our Pacific coast. l?ut
with tho action of the; Diet all pretense of that
sort is robbed of foundation. It is an exhibit
of the Japaneso desire for peace and economy.
That sentiment is entirely inconsistent with
carrying on war across the Pacific Ocean, an
enterpriso for which Japanese history shows no
ambition. There is no longer any pretext for
parading the Japanese bugaboo to support big
appropriation bills. But that does not mean
that It will not be paraded..Pittsburgh Dis¬
patch.

Of Japanese participation in
Innnnosp lhfi war ln KuroPft there are per-

l tho slstent rumors. It is said that®
an expeditionary force of 250,000\\ nr soldiers Is to be dispatched by
tho Mlltado to help settle tho

Issue. The rumors are probably without founda-
tion, but they are less amazing than some of
the conditions which havo been suggested. It
has been claimed that Japan would demand, as
the price of her participation, permanent posses¬
sion of the city of Hamburg and its port. Such
a concession would be almost precisely similar
to the concessions which the European powers.
including Germany.have taken in the Par East.
Klauehau, Weihaiw<tf, Port Arthur and thoFrcnch holdings in Southern China are instances.
For Japan to take possession of a little hold¬
ing anywhere In Europe would amount prae-
tlcally to an admission of Japan's superiorityto the European races. This Is, of course, abso¬
lutely unthlnknhle, and tho Hamburg story Isludicrous. It is, however, difficult to understand
the opposition of such a statesman ns Hanotaux
to Japaneso participation. Tho French have
already called ln their black Senegalese andtheir brown Turcos, nnd hnve welcomed the
Indian soldiers of Great Britain on French soil.Tho Japaneso approach moro nearly the Eu¬
ropean standard than any of those. The fearthat Japan would ohtatn & foothold In EuropeIs -puerile, and any other objection Is IllogicalIt la extremely Improbable that a single Japa-

nese regiment will bo sent to Kuropo, but If
thu Japs do come, thoy will. In nil likelihood,
KO to the aid of the liusslaiiH, Instead of helping;tho French. It would be a comparatively simple
matter to transport Japanese troops over tho
TranH-Slberlan Kail way to Russia, and thenco
to Poland or Prussia. Japanese and Russluns,
opponents in one of the deadliest of warn, light¬
ing side by side, would present an amazing
Kpcctaclo.far more amazing- than tho fraterniz¬
ing of the traditional enemies, Prance and Kng-
laiul..Cleveland Plain-Dealer.

The lCuropean war has built a
Timo for wall of protection around Amerl-
r . can Industries higher than any-/, ,, thing the most extreme tariff ad-to tiet Busy vocatcs would dare to erect. We

need now self-contldcnce, an un¬
limited, underscored, big, black-typed self-con-
(idence. To-day is our chance, and If, through
nervousness or dllatorlness or hyper-conserv-
atism, we let It slip by, wo shall bo brandod as a
nation of commercial cowards. L»et us tako our
finger off our pulse", stop sticking out our
tongue to every self-appointed stock market
health olllcer that comes around, and then just
saw wood. American business does not neod
prescriptions and a diet table, but a spell of
good hard work, in which every musclo of tho
mind and body Is given healthy exercise...
Philadelphia Ledger.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 4, 1860.)

A very considerable amount of cannonading
was heard In tho direction of Dutch Gap yes¬
terday. The Confederate batteries wero perhaps
celebrating the return of Butler to his canal,
which never Is. but always Is to be. Ilnished.
With tho exception of some cannonading

about Dutch Gap, nothing was doing on the
lines below Richmond yesterday. It was also
a dull and do-nothing kind of a day on the
Petersburg lines.
General Butler must hurry his canal to com-

jdetlon. that the shouting ovor tho culmination
of tho long-expected event may drown the
clamor that his failure to take Fort Klsher
lias raised.
There Is nothing in the way of newB from

Wilmington. Slnco tho retreat of the Porter-
Butler expedition affairs have resumed their
wonted course in and about that seaport.
Tho Legislature of South Carolina has been

called in extra session, by tho proclamation of
the Governor, to tako action in regard to the
threatened Invasion of that State by Sherman.
l>y a vote of the body that was almost unan¬
imous, it has been declared that all whlto men
between the ages of sixteen and sixty years, not
already in the Confederate military service,
shall be liable to such duty to the end that the
invasion of Sherman may b<; checked and de¬
feated.
General Robert Ransom has been relieved of

the command at Charleston because of ill health,and lto has been succeeded by General Taliaferro.
On the 2d Instant Samuel H. Taylor, of the

Richmond Blues, Forty-sixth Virginia Regi¬
ment, was killed on tho fortifications. Ills
funeral will take place this afternoon from theFirst Baptist Church.
Tho long-looked-for official dispatches fromGeneral Hood have not yet reached the WarDepartment.
According to the Washington Chronicle, thelatest Northern paper to reach us, gold con¬

tinues to advance in New York. At last ac¬
counts it had gono to 230.

Queries and Answers
Verne* WnntfO.

Please publish the poem, "My Madonna."
15. S. A,Will some reader kindly send copy?

Vltnnn Ormnn.
Is the language of the people in Vienna the

same German as that spoken in Berlin?
J. J. W.

Yes.

Sammer Schools.
To whom should application he made for workin the summer schools in Virginia? S.
You may get full information by writing tho 1

Department of Public Instruction, Chamber ot
Commerce, Richmond, Va.

Irlnh Potatoes.
What is the legal weight of a bushel or Irish

potatoes? W. K. W.
Fifty-six pounds.

mmte lllnhirajr.
Have the makers of the State highway tho

right to damage my property in the construc¬
tion of their road? T. H. SACKA.
Certainly not. Your Circuit Court- will give

you the proper remedy.

Stephen O. Sonthall.
Please inform me when Stephen O. Sonthall

began his law course at the University of Vir¬
ginia. I was a student in his class, and desire
to tix tho date of the first lecture. T. R. K.
The opening lecture was delivered October 4,1S66.

Vocational School*.
Where may one secure matter for discussion

of the advantages of vocational schools?
MISS D. I'.

The ofllce of the Superintendent of City Schools
is well supplied with this matter in hulk-tins
and pamphlets, etc., and will be able to suggestinteresting and valuable "points."

Virginian Poets.
Please give the names of the Virginia poets.

A. E. M.
J. A. Bartley, T. B. Bradley, Daniel Bryan, C.

W. Coleman, P. P. Cooke, Richard Dabney, MaryII. Eastman, John Finiey, Lamar Fontaine, A.
Gordon, J. E. Hatcher, tW. H. Holcombe, J. B.

Hope, Mrs. Cornolia Jordan, J. C. MeCabe,Frances II. Marr, William Munford, J. W. Over¬
all, Edgar A. Poe, Mrs. Margaret Preston, Innls
Randolph, John Robertson, George Sandys, Con¬
rad Spoece, H. T. Stanton, John R. Thompson,
St. George Tucker, Mary Upshur, Susan Archer
Weiss, Henry Bedlnger, William Branch, St.
Leger Landon Carter, W. P. Carter, R. T. W.
Duke, E. S. Gregory, Hiram Haines, A. S.
Kicffer, Virginia Lucas, W. H. Lytle, Marie A.
Pollard, J. H. Salyards, Thomas SemmeB. You
may, of course, miss some whom you would
have included and see some whom you would
have left out.

The Bright Side of Life
Too Much for Her.

"Mother, where are Helicon and Parnassus?"
"Ask your father, Johnnie; he keeps up with

the war news.".Life.

Discouraging.
"Penley used to think his poems were im¬

mortal."
"What changed his opinion?"
"The editors 'killed' so many of them.".Boston

Transcript.
A Little Mixed.

"Where did you go in the theatre, Mrs.
Comeup?"

"We. sat in the mezzotint boxes, but the girls
preferred scats in the. parokcet.".Baltimoro
American.

Some Clieer.
"This war is a terrible thing; isn't it?"
"Perfectly dreadful. Still, you don't have to

keep explaining to people of your set why you
are not in Paris.".Puck.

Reforming Others.
"I made a lot of resolutions last year."
"And kept 'em all?"
"Every one of them. The only thing I can do

now is to think up resolutions for other people
and try to have them enacted into laws.".Wash¬
ington Star.

Longing.
"Sometimes," said Mr. Growcher, "I wish I were

a boy again."
"You wish to Bhare in the innocent pastimes of

youth?"
"N'ot oxaotly. Td like to bo able to go out and

handle some of theBo youngstors who throw
snowballs without looking bo undignified."..
Washington Star.

"Better Be a Little Careful, John"
One of tho Day's Heat Cartoons.

THE WORLD'S LONG DEBT TO ITALY
Ilobert llrrrlek, the .\nvellnt. In the Kniinun City Star.

fo^n,«tt'pnC.t,°M Lat,n e'villintlon haa ,
>>?.» i

routon and the Anglo-Saxonhas lonB been a curious fact of history
to r,?..r",a,ns especially seem unable
to resist the temptation of the Lathi
.oncy pois. it Is easy to see why. On"
might say that everything the gray I
north lacks In physical beautv, In K!l[- I

secret" «f'r,'l.C<: °f Sirt »'»¦« 'he
stiret of living, the South possesses
abundantly. Acrois the frozen passes |
with »

Ital> ,laS t<!»U»tl»g!
el i« \ S !Cr0011 Pla,n». her storied
Cities her vineyards and olive orchards I
her fretted seacoast and "wine dark" i
sen. with all the romance of her sin-
clent peopled past, her ruins and her
treasures of art. Over all for manv
months of the year a seinltroplcal sun
in a cloudless sky has shone, drawingfrom the rich earth a luxuriant beauty
No wonder that the German hear has

usted after Italy, even more than Tor
. ranee, and time and aRain since the
Roman empire began to crumble has
debcended In force upon this blooming
seductive land. Latterly theHO Inva¬
sions have been peaceful ones.only
very lately, however. Now. instea.l of
soldiers, hordes of German tourists,
scholars and artists with (heir women

. . KI'\l;*'"5ro®n German clothes, stout
hobnailed shoes and little Tyrolean
caps, have dumped through the k:.1-
lerles, drunk their beer on the Vene-
tlan piazzas and poked their wav ex-
clainatorlly through tiie narrow Ho-
man streets. It |H the same old story
the desire of honey from Italv s honev
pot.

* .
.

Friendship Will. KtiKliiniI.
'.'neHsh greed or Italy has been

no less remarkable, though more pence- !
able There has long been a tradl-
tlonat friendship between the two
countries, symbolized at times bv in-
termarrluges. For English literature
.1

*
,
,as bcen even more necessarv

than l ranco. What wit)! ho,- prodigal
borrowings of i>lot and scene from the
Renaissance on. It might he said that
English literature would have (tone
bankrupt had it not been for Italy
And Italy has been the second home
of many English poets, from MMIon to
Keats and Shelley, from Landor to
Hyron and the two Iirownings. Sculp-
tors and musicians, painters and his-
torians. as well as the omnipresent
milord Anglais." all have made their
homes in the pleasant places of this
land. Their villas star the hills about
the Arno, their memories haunt the
canals of Venice and the dark pulacea
of Koine.
Then there are the hordes of mere

travelers and idle expatriates who from
the eighteenth century on hnvo Infest-
ed Italy from the north to the south
They came thither first in postchalse
leisurely and richly, for long sojourns,
thus completing "the grand tour" by
a \islt to the "historical monuments
of Italy." Now they scuttle over the
fair land In droves by train or motor¬
car, "doing" Italy In ten days or a
month, and of these many, perhaps
most, are Americans.

Why Modern* I.ove Italy.
There are many obvious reasons why

we moderns love Italy, why the wan¬
derer thinks first of this goal. It is
the seat of the oldest Christian church
and the most powerful one. It con¬
tains almost all that has been left to
us of innumerable conflicts, so that
not a corner of its surface Is without
poignant memories, nut it is not for
such things that people flock to a
country as they overrun Italy. Scholars
and sentimentalists, the "cultured."
may care for historical remains, but
not the artjst, nor the globe trotter,
the idler. In search of pleasant places
in which to invite his soul.

It Is beauty that draws us thither
and always will, like a subtle magnet,
as long as life endures and men hun¬
ger for something more satisfying than
more existence. And beauty of an in-
flnito variety Italy holds more abund¬
antly than any other land. There are
more of the "wonders of the world"
elsewhere, grander mountains, larger
rivers, bigger forests, bolder seacoasts;
but nowhere else can such beautiful
and harmonious nature be found aa
from the lakes beneath the Alps to the
circling bay of Naples and southward
even to the Sicilian shores.
And this is not a savage nature. Iso¬

lated. remote, but a nature so human¬
ized by the hand of man that the ghosts
of Its departed lovers seem to linger
on in each spot. Its soil hns been
tilled to the rocky hilltops, even to the
black lava line of Vesuvius and Etna,
and the fertile fields of to-day Just
cover lovingly the (lead remains of a
long past. Nowhere has man and his
great mother earth been so intimately
mingled. Small wonder, then, that men
born in harsher lands have always
hungered for Italy, which holds so
much that we dream our earth should
be In beauty and abundance. That
would seem enough!

Art Still Snpremely Illeh.
But. no. there is that other beauty

of art in which Italy, terribly robbed
and abused as she has been, is still
supremely rich. Marble and canvas
and building, she has them all In their
most perfect examples. And in this
land they do not seem remote treasures
stored up In gloomy caverns for safe¬
keeping as with us. .Many of the bunt
of her "monuments" arc still placed in
their own background. The Roman
Forum Is the loveliest museum in all
the world, with the olives on the Cap-
itoline, dark medieval towers and
Homan hall still guarding It. There
all ages touch hands.
Even when the single specimens of

her art have been teiulerlv gathered
up and placed In shelter It is not a re¬

pellent modern museum that holds
them, but an ancient palace liko the
I'itti or Homan baths or galleries built
long ago, like the Vatican. Thus, all
artifice seems removed; art makes its
appeal to us as it should, directly for
Its Intrinsic message of beautv, not
as a historical example pedantically
labeled' and catalogued. It is human
to abhor the torture of visiting gal¬
leries and museums where are housed
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